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       HOME / SCHOOL AGREEMENT

SCHOOL’S RESPONSIBILITIES

We acknowledge our responsibility to support parents in their task of nurturing their children.
Therefore we will endeavour to:-
Provide a friendly welcome to your child and a secure, stimulating environment in which to learn.
Ensure that your child is valued for who he/she is and helped to make good progress in their spiritual, moral, emotional and academic development.
Treat your child with the dignity and respect they require, encouraging them to achieve their full potential.
Do what we feasibly can to provide the best possible education for your child rooted in our beliefs, our values and our skills.
Provide you with information about your child’s progress and provide you with opportunities to talk to teachers informally and at parents’ evenings.
Keep you well informed about school policies and activities through regular letters and the Executive Headteacher’s updates.
Set and monitor homework suitable for your child’s needs.
Send home an annual report of your child’s progress.
Contact you if there is a problem with your child’s attendance or punctuality.
Inform you of any concerns regarding your child’s behaviour, work or health.
Collect the valuable opinions of parents and students through questionnaires, parental engagement sessions and informal feedback and act upon all suggestions where appropriate.
Challenge your child to strive for the highest standard of personal, social and intellectual development and aim for excellence in all they do.
Listen to parents/carers suggestions and concerns that are raised with us in an appropriate way and act as appropriate. 
Strive to support children as best we can with the resources we have available to us.
Communicate with you regularly through the My Child At School App. 

PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES

We acknowledge that we as parents are the primary educators of our children and have an irreplaceable role to play in supporting our children’s learning and emotional development at school.
Therefore, as a parent/carer, I will try to:-
Support the school’s guiding principles to Be Kind, Work Hard and Aim High.
Encourage my child to show kindness and consideration to others and respect to all in our school and parish community.
Use My Child at School App to communicate with tutors and class teachers as a primary communication tool. 
See that my child attends school regularly and on time for a prompt start at 8:45am.
Ensure that my child is suitably dressed and follows the school uniform policy including guidance on suitable PE kit, jewellery, hair styles, accessories and make up, and they attend school with the equipment they need for their lessons
Ensure that the school is informed on the first day of an absence before 9:00am.
Avoid taking my child out of school for holidays unless there are special circumstances which I have informed the school of prior to the period of absence and sought authorisation.
Inform the school of any concerns or problems that might affect my child’s work or behaviour.
Give my child opportunities for home learning and will support homework set by the school.
Support the school’s policies and guidelines for behaviour and anti-bullying.
Encourage safe and respectful use of the Internet and mobile phones, especially if my child is communicating with school friends via social media or online games.
Attend parents’ evenings and discussions about my child’s progress, where possible.
Ensure that the school is provided with a minimum of 2 up to date emergency phone contacts and numbers.
Follow the school’s guidance on the appropriate use of Facebook and other social media sites:




The internet has become a powerful tool with which to connect and share ideas and opinions. In recent years, social networking sites such as Facebook have grown in popularity and many people use them to communicate with family, friends and others. Obviously, it is important to act as positive role models in a digital world and indeed the vast majority of people who use social networking show respect in their communication with others.

Unfortunately, like other aspects of society, there are people who disregard the rules set and use social networking sites to cyber-bully or harass others. Recently, there has been a number of high profile cases in the media where people have used social networking sites to threaten or intimidate others.

We would encourage all parents to refrain from posting items on Facebook or other social media apps which name or comment upon children, classes and members of staff. As a school, we encourage parents to support us with the education and wellbeing of children and if at any time parents feel that they have any issues regarding their child’s education, they should make an appointment to discuss this with a member of staff in school.

We would advise parents that it is not appropriate to use social networking sites to openly criticise and make unsubstantiated, damaging comments about the school, or any members of staff, or children, who will be either unwilling or unable to respond.

Schools have the right to send out legal letters from solicitors to parents about comments made on social networking sites as current laws such as the 1988 Malicious Communications Act, 1997 Protection from Harassment Act and 2003 Communications Act can be used to protect individuals from malicious and threatening posts made on the internet. The victims might also choose to bring civil actions for defamation or slander.

All necessary action will be taken to deal with any material posted on such sites that is, in our opinion, distressing, alarming or harassing, or in any way breaches the rights of the members of our school community.

We know that the vast majority of families are very supportive of school and it is your support that helps us make James Calvert Spence College such a great place. Many thanks for your understanding and support.




HOME/SCHOOL AGREEMENT
Name of child:  _________________________________________
Once you have read this agreement, please could we ask all parents / carers to sign and return this page to confirm that you have read and understood the agreement. 
Parents will only be required to sign this once, it will then remain on file in the school office for the duration of your child’s time at James Calvert Spence College.
Please could all adults who have parental responsibility for your child and are regularly involved in their home-school communication sign this agreement, where possible.
We thank you for your co-operation and understanding.
Please remember that at James Calvert Spence College we encourage all parents to make an appointment to see your child’s form tutor initially before escalating it to the Head of Pastoral and subsequently a member of the Senior Leadership Team if your concerns remain. We are always happy to help.


Signed:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: Mr Andriot, Headteacher
On behalf of the staff and Governors at James Calvert Spence College.

Date: 

Signed:  ___________________________________________________         Date: ___________________

Name of parent/carer:_________________________________

Signed:  ___________________________________________________         Date: ___________________

Name of parent/carer:_________________________________

Please return to the school office. 
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