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Feature​ Description​

Anagnorisis​ A group of characters who narrate the play.​

Peripeteia​ Mental blindness.​

Ate​ An event that sets the tragedy to begin.​

Hamartia​ The revelation of a fact not previously known.​

Chorus​ A satisfactory ending that restores the order of society.​

Complicating action​ An action that has an outcome that is the opposite of the 

intention.​

Catharsis​ The protagonist’s fatal flaw.​

Hubris The protagonist’s overbearing arrogance
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Feature In Macbeth

Anagnorisis​ In V.viii Macduff uses an imperative to tell Macbeth to ‘Despair thy charm!’ and that he was ‘untimely ripped’ from his 

‘mother’s womb’.  Ironically, given his association with evil, Macbeth cries ‘curs’d be the tongue that tells me so, for it 

hath cow’d my better part of man.”  The visceral violence of the imagery in Macduff’s declarative echoes both Lady 

Macbeth’s observations on motherhood and the killing of Macduff’s family.  It is this point of anagnorisis that forces 

Macbeth to confront the delusion he has been clinging onto as the equivocation of each of the witches’ prophecies has 

been revealed.  This point of the play serves then as the final point in the tragic decline of Macbeth: he had previously 

lost his reputation, honour, wife, and titles, now, in a cyclical reference to I.ii, Macbeth has lost his courage.  His head 

was, to a Jacobean audience’s view, metaphorically lost in I.iii when the witches’ predictions entered it; it is physically 

lost in an extra-diegetic decapitation at the end of this scene.

Peripeteia​ In IV.i. Macbeth says he’ll ‘make assurance double sure’ by having Macduff and his family killed so that he can’t harm 

Macbeth.  This generates peripeteia as it is this failed attempt of Macduff’s life that motivates him to kill Macbeth.

Ate​ Banquo suggests, “to win us to our harm, / The instruments of darkness tell us truths only to betray us in the 

end”;  Macbeth says that “this supernatural soliciting cannot be ill, cannot be good.”  Shakespeare presents Macbeth as 

regarding the witches as being paradoxically both good and bad for him.  His lack of clarity on where witches sit in the 

chain of being and outside god’s kingdom is exposed by Banquo’s noble certainty and demonstrates not just Macbeth’s 

ate, but also a religious certainty that James I would have approved of in early 17th century England.
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Hamartia​ Macbeth’s hamartia can be argued to be a range of aspects of his personality - or perhaps a composite of these.  A 

traditional interpretation highlights his greed and ambition outside of the restrictions of the chain of being; one could argue 

that the love he has for his wife also subverts gender normative behaviour in Renaissance England in that he values her 

above his religious conscience and so this could be his hamartia; perhaps also his delusional hubris both that he could 

successfully be king and escape retribution for regicide could be considered.

Chorus​ The witches are a close approximation of a chorus both outlining sequence (“By the pricking of my thumb, something wicked 

this way comes”) but also enigmatically alluding to the thematic conflict in the play (“Lesser than Macbeth but greater”).

Complicating action​ This could be when the witches first tempt Macbeth in I.iii., it could be Lady Macbeth manipulating him in I.vii, but the point of 

no return is the extra-diegetic regicide of Duncan between II.i and II.ii.

Catharsis​ Macbeth’s death resolves the issues of the play and is just punishment delivered in revenge by MacDuff.  His decapitation 

(‘behold where stands.  The usurper’s curs’d head’), provides a cyclical reference to the death of the traitor Macdonwald in 

I.ii  The anagnorisis described above completes the cathartic end of the play.

Hubris Macbeth’s ate is not only a symptom of his hubris, it is perhaps a cause of it.  At the start of V.v. Macbeth uses a hubristic 

imperative as demands ‘Hand our banners on the outward walls!’ in an effort to demonstrate his nonchalance regarding the 

threat of Malcolm and the English.  His hubris is quickly eroded though and he demonstrates a range of emotions through 

V.v. culminating in the almost nihilistic impotence of the imperatives, “Blow wind! Come wrack! At least we’ll die with harness 

on our back.”

BACK TO MACBETH MENU

BACK TO 
MACBETH 

MENU



BACK TO MACBETH MENU

BACK TO 
MACBETH 

MENU



Macbeth Context Notes

●    Lancelot Andrews (a bishop and scholar and contemporary of Shakespeare) described the people involved in the failed plot to blow up 

parliament in the following way: “"Be they fair or foul, glad or sad (as the poet calleth Him) the great Diespiter, 'the Father of days' hath made 
them both."  Shakespeare echoes these words in the witches’ speech from A1 S1.

●    The play was performed in 1606, two years after James I ascended to the throne (he is supposed to be a descendent of Banquo and so 

Banquo is portrayed as a noble character).

●    James I published a book called ‘Demonology’ that explored witchcraft.

●    James I’s wife (Princess Anne of Denmark)’s ship nearly sank due to a storm when sailing to Edinburgh to meet James.  He executed 30 
women in Berwick who he accused of making the storm due to witchcraft.  In I.iii the witches plot to make a ship ‘tempest tossed’.

●    The porter references the Jesuit plotter ‘Father Garnet when he says the equivocator ‘could not equivocate to heaven’ (II.iii)

●    ‘Look the the innocent flower but be the serpent under it’ (I.v) is an allusion to the medal the Protestant Dutch struck to celebrate the 
discovery of the Catholic gunpowder plot.

●    The ‘two-fold balls and treble scepters’ Macbeth sees in the ‘glass’ (IV.i) reference James I being king of England and Scotland (Wales only 
gets a scepter for being a principality and not a kingdom).
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Writer’s methods

Punctuation

Vocabulary

Tips to secure marks
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Use the internet to define the terms on the 
next slide - select your top ten to use in all 
narrative and descriptive pieces you write.
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Tips to secure marks - check your work includes these features.

Feature Tick

No more than two characters and a maximum of two settings. (AO5)

Range of punctuation (at least one colon, semicolon and dash). 

(AO6)

Range of sentence types and lengths and one single sentence 

paragraph. (AO6)

Range of sophisticated vocabulary (AO5 and 6).

Range of figurative and phonetic devices (AO5)

An engaging and original structure (prolepsis/analepsis, 

narrative/dialogue, cyclical structure, sensory description, zoom 

in/out) (AO5)

Nuanced and complex ideas developed (AO5)

Humour (AO5)

Paragraphs are fluently linked with discourse markers (AO5)

Your writing is clearly matched to purpose and audience (A05)
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Select 20 words that you will revise and learn to 
use in all creative writing from this list.  As well 
as what they mean, you should learn how to use 
them appropriately - practise makes perfect.
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Make notes from these videos.
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‘Remains’ by Simon Armitage
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‘Poppies’ by Jane Weir

‘Poppies’
 by Jane Weir

‘Exposure’ by Wilfred Owen

‘Exposure’ by Wilfred 
Owen

‘Bayonet Charge’ by Ted Hughes

‘Bayonet Charge’ by 
Ted Hughes

‘Kamikaze’ by Beatrice Garland

‘Kamikaze’ by Beatrice 
Garland

‘War Photographer’ byCarol Ann Duffy

‘War Photographer’
 by

Carol Ann Duffy
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Poems - ‘Power and Conflict’:  Quick Revision videos
‘Charge of the Light Brigade’by Tennyson

  ‘Charge of the Light 
Brigade’

by Tennyson

‘My Last Duchess’by Robert Browning'

‘My Last Duchess’
by Robert Browning

'

‘Ozymandias’ by Percy Shelley

‘Ozymandias’ by Percy 
Shelley

Extract from ‘ The Prelude’ By William Wordsworth

Extract from ‘ The 
Prelude’ 

By William Wordsworth

‘London’ by William Blake

‘London’ by William 
Blake

‘Storm on the Island’by Seamus Heaney

‘Storm on the Island’
by Seamus Heaney
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Poems - ‘Power and Conflict’:  Quick Revision videos

‘Tissue’By Imtiaz Dharker

‘Tissue’
By Imtiaz Dharker

‘The Emigree’ By Carol Rumens

‘The Emigree’ 
By Carol Rumens

‘’Checking Out me History’By John Agard

‘’Checking Out me 
History’

By John Agard
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.Copies of 
the poems 
and areas to 
focus on.

• Copies of the 
poems and 
tasks to 
complete 
around each 
poem.
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The novella is set out in five Staves. This is an unusual structure that mimics the way a musical piece is put together. The 
Staves follow the action of the story with the first stave setting the scene, the middle stave showing the turning point for 
Scrooge and the final stave concluding the story by presenting him as a changed man.

Carols and the five staves

Carols are songs that are popular at Christmas time and usually deal with stories of Christ's birth or with themes associated 
with the festive season. Some carols focus on joy and the spirit of giving to others.
The structure of Dickens's novella uses a similar structure to a song to present a moral tale of transformation.

Three ghosts

The structure of the three ghosts showing the past, present and future appeals to readers on many levels. The number 
three is significant in fairy stories, religious tales and in traditional myths and legends. Characters are often faced with three 
choices, granted three wishes, or given three opportunities to change. Scrooge is shown his past, the present and a 
possible future and then finally finds the willingness to transform.

● the structure links to the theme of Christmas by reflecting the shape of a typical carol
● it has a clear beginning, middle and end through which we see a character's transformation
● the structure of three ghosts, showing the past, present and future, appeals to readers
● Scrooge's redemption in the final stave leaves the reader with a sense of both completion and possibility
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Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

The next 40 x slides contain content for this topic. 

Please scroll down through the document to view this information. 

Back buttons are included on each page to get you back to this page.

BACK TO MAIN MENU

BACK TO 
MAIN MENU



Characters

BACK TO J  H MAIN PAGE

BACK TO 
J & H MAIN 

PAGE



BACK TO J  H MAIN PAGE

BACK TO 
J & H MAIN 

PAGE



Characters
Dr Gabriel Utterson

The narrator tells the story from the perspective of Utterson for the majority of 

the novella

•Utterson is a lawyer and very ‘repressed’: he rarely drinks, has little in the way 

of ‘fun’ and is sometimes jealous of people who have transgressed or committed 

wrongs. 

•Rather than judge those who do wrong, he feels sorry for them or tries to help 

them. 

•He is highly respected as a person in Victorian society because of his excellent 

reputation.

•He is also friends with Dr Lanyon and Enfield.

•Utterson is Dr Jekyll’s lawyer and so deals with his will, but also considers him 

his friend.

•He is initially fascinated by Hyde but comes to be disgusted by his violence.

•Utterson tries to warn Dr Jekyll away from Mr Hyde.

•Utterson guides us through the mystery before it is eventually solved.

Dr Henry Jekyll

•Well respected in Victorian society, Jekyll is a doctor of medicine with many 

friends.

Utterson learns Hyde is living in Jekyll’s house and starts to question Jekyll 

about him. Jekyll tells him not to worry.

•When Hyde kills Sir Danvers Carew, Jekyll becomes reclusive and isolates 

himself away from his friends.

•After the police say Hyde is missing, Jekyll becomes happier once more.

•Jekyll later disappears and so Utterson reads the confession and new will that 

Jekyll left him.

•It is revealed that Jekyll was Hyde and we begin to understand Jekyll’s inner 

most thoughts.

•Jekyll’s confession reveals that he was trying to remove the evil from himself to 

create a purely good being, but instead transformed himself into a completely 

evil creature that he named Mr Hyde.

Dr Hastie Lanyon

Previously he had been close friends with Dr Jekyll, but distanced himself from the scientist 

after learning of Jekyll’s bizarre – and what he sees as unchristian and blasphemous – 

experiments.

•Lanyon, like Utterson, is highly respected in society.

•However, Lanyon later becomes very ill and refuses to speak to anyone about Jekyll.

•He later dies and leaves Utterson with a letter which he says must not be read until Jekyll 

either disappears or dies himself.

•The letter reveals Lanyon witnessed Jekyll’s transformation into Hyde and reveals Hyde’s true 

identity.

Mr Edward Hyde

A small, heavily disfigured and deformed man, who is described as ‘ape like’ but also a 

‘juggernaut’. 

•He hurts a young girl and does not seem to care – something that Enfield witnessed.

•He is violent towards Utterson and later attacks Sir Danvers Carew – a highly respected 

gentleman.

•Hyde is described as not being human and unnatural, as if he is not quite evolved. People 

seem to feel a natural disgust for Hyde. 

•Hyde’s crimes take place at night.

•Hyde’s body is discovered on the floor of Jekyll’s laboratory.

•Lanyon’s letter and Jekyll’s confession reveal Hyde was Jekyll.

Minor Characters

Sir Danvers Carew: A very respected and prominent member of Victorian society who is 

brutally murdered by Hyde launching a police investigation.

•Enfield: Utterson’s cousin, he only appears a couple of times in the novel but is used to 

introduce the idea of Hyde to Utterson.

•Mr Guest: A clerk who works for Utterson and discovers the similarity between Jekyll and 

Hyde’s handwriting.

•Richard Poole: Jekyll’s butler, he grows suspicious of Hyde and of Jekyll’s behaviour and 

asks for Utterson’s assistance. They discover Hyde’s dead body in Jekyll’s laboratory 

wearing his clothes. 
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Who is Utterson?
• The narrator tells the story from the perspective of Utterson 

for the majority of the novella.
• Utterson is a lawyer and very ‘repressed’: he rarely drinks, 

has little in the way of ‘fun’ and is sometimes almost envious 
of people who have transgressed or committed wrongs. 

• Rather than judge those who do wrong, he feels sorry for 
them or tries to help them. 

• He is highly respected as a person in Victorian society 
because of his excellent reputation.

• He is also friends with Dr Lanyon and Enfield.
• Utterson is Dr Jekyll’s lawyer and so deals with his will, but 

also considers him his friend.
• He is initially fascinated by Hyde but comes to be disgusted 

by his violence.
• Utterson tries to warn Dr Jekyll away from Mr Hyde.
• Utterson guides us through the mystery before it is 

eventually solved. He is the detective figure in the novel.
"lean, long, dusty, dreary and yet 

somehow lovable"
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Who is Dr Jekyll?
• Well respected in Victorian society, Jekyll is a 

doctor of medicine with many friends.
• Utterson learns Hyde is living in Jekyll’s house 

and starts to question Jekyll about him. Jekyll 
tells him not to worry.

• When Hyde kills Sir Danvers Carew, Jekyll 
becomes reclusive and isolates himself away 
from his friends.

• After the police say Hyde is missing, Jekyll 
becomes happier once more.

• Jekyll later disappears and so Utterson reads 
the confession and new will that Jekyll left 
him.

• It is revealed that Jekyll was Hyde and we begin 
to understand Jekyll’s inner most thoughts.

"I have been doomed to such a 

dreadful shipwreck: that man is not 
truly one, but truly two."
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Who is Hyde?
• A small, heavily disfigured and deformed man, who is 

described as ‘ape like’ but also a ‘juggernaut’. 
• He hurts a young girl and does not seem to care – 

something that Enfield witnessed.
• He is violent towards Utterson and later attacks Sir 

Danvers Carew – a highly respected gentleman.
• Hyde is described as not being human and unnatural, as 

if he is not quite evolved. People seem to feel a natural 
disgust for Hyde. 

• Hyde’s crimes take place at night.
• Hyde’s body is discovered on the floor of Jekyll’s 

laboratory.
• Lanyon’s letter and Jekyll’s confession reveal Hyde was 

Jekyll.

“All human beings, as we meet 

them, are commingled out of 

good and evil: and Edward Hyde, 

alone, in the ranks of mankind, 
was pure evil.”
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Who is Dr Lanyon?
• Previously, he had been close friends with Dr Jekyll, but 

distanced himself from the scientist after learning of 
Jekyll’s bizarre – and what he sees as unchristian and 
blasphemous – experiments.

• Lanyon, like Utterson, is highly respected in society.

• However, Lanyon later becomes very ill and refuses to 
speak to anyone about Jekyll.

• He later dies and leaves Utterson with a letter which he 
says must not be read until Jekyll either disappears or dies 
himself.

• The letter reveals Lanyon witnessed Jekyll’s 
transformation into Hyde and reveals Hyde’s true 
identity.

"Unscientific balderdash"

"He had his death-warrant written legibly upon 

his face..."
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Minor characters
• Who are they?
• Why are they important to the novel?
• Sir Danvers Carew: A very respected and prominent 

member of Victorian society who is brutally murdered by 
Hyde launching a police investigation.

• Enfield: Utterson’s cousin, he only appears a couple of 
times in the novel but is used to introduce the idea of Hyde 
to Utterson.

• Mr Guest: A clerk who works for Utterson and discovers 
the similarity between Jekyll and Hyde’s handwriting.

• Richard Poole: Jekyll’s butler, he grows suspicious of Hyde 
and of Jekyll’s behaviour and asks for Utterson’s 
assistance. They discover Hyde’s dead body in Jekyll’s 
laboratory wearing his clothes. 
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Themes
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Theme: The duality of man  

What does it 
mean?

Where do we see 

it in the novel e.g. 

events / 
characters?

Key quotes:How does it link to 

the historical 
context?

“that man is not 

truly one, but truly 
two”

The quality or 

condition of 
being dual

Jeykll splitting 

into Jekyll and 
Hyde

Sigmund 

Freud’s 

theory: Id, Ego 
and Superego
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Theme: Good Vs Evil

What does it 
mean?

Where do we see 

it in the novel e.g. 

events / 
characters?

Key quotes:
How does it link to 

the historical 
context?

Consider the idea 

that good needs 

evil to exist and 

vice versa – this 

challenged 

religious beliefs 

as they believed 

that God was 
wholly good

Good is the 

desired 
behaviour

Evil is immoral 

or wicked 

behaviour

Utterson, for 

example, is 
good

Jekyll also has 
a ‘good’ side

Hyde is evil

Jekyll says Hyde

is “alone in the 

ranks of mankind, 
pure evil”
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Theme: Science Vs Religion

What does it mean?
Where do we see 

it in the novel e.g. 

events / 
characters?

Key quotes:How does it link to 

the historical 
context?

The reason 

behind Jekyll 

and Lanyon’s 

fallout

Science is the intellectual and 

practical activity 

encompassing the systematic 

study of the structure and 

behaviour of the physical and 

natural world through 
observation and experiment.

Religion is the belief in and 

worship of a superhuman 

controlling power, especially a 
personal God or gods.

“unscientific 

balderdash”, 

added the 

doctor, 

flushing 

suddenly 

purple”

The Victorians 

were very 

religious but 

Darwin’s Theory 

of Evolution 

(1859) 

challenged their 

beliefs 
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Theme: Conflict (Psychological and Physical)

What does it 
mean?

A conflict is a 

clash of 

interest – this 

can be mental 

and physical.

Where do we see it in the 

novel e.g. events / 
characters?

Key quotes:

“I concealed my 

pleasures”

How does it link to the 
historical context?

The central thematic conflict is 

internal: Jekyll versus his own 

animalistic, evil impulses which 

are personified in the character 
of Mr. Hyde. Jekyll

wishes to separate his 

wickedness from his everyday, 
upstanding persona.

Hyde is violent.

Victorians were expected to 

behave in a certain way and 

have certain beliefs but many 

would have felt psychological 
conflict with this.

Crime and Punishment 

increased in the Victorian era. 

Offences went up from about 

5,000 per year in 1800 to 
about 20,000 per year in 1840
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Theme: Temptation

What does it 
mean?

Where do we see 

it in the novel e.g. 

events / 
characters?

Key quotes:

“will you be wise? 

Will you be 

guided?...or has 

the greed of 

curiosity too 

much commanded 

you...as you 

decide you shall 

be left …. neither 

richer nor wiser.”

How does it link to 

the historical 
context?

Victorians were 

expected to guard 

themselves 

against any 
temptations.

The desire to 

do 

something, 

especially 

something 

wrong or 

unwise.

Jekyll gives Lanyon, 

his distant friend, a 

critical choice: he 

can take the potion 

Lanyon had helped 

him obtain or he can 

leave without any 
explanation
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Theme: Reputation / Appearances

What does it 
mean?

Where do we see 

it in the novel e.g. 

events / 
characters?

Key quotes:How does it link to 

the historical 
context?

Victorians always 

put up a front to 

maintain a good 

appearance and 

uphold 
their reputation.

Reputation 

refers to the 

beliefs or 

opinions that are 

generally held 

about someone 
or something.

We see Utterson 

concerned with 

the idea of 

reputation. 

Jekyll also 

knows the 

importance of 
his reputation.

“I feel very strongly about putting 

questions; it partakes too much of 

the style of the day of judgment. 

You start a question, and it’s like 

starting a stone. You sit quietly on 

the top of a hill; and away the 

stone goes, starting others; and 

presently some bland old bird (the 

last you would have thought of) is 

knocked on the head in his own 

back garden and the family have 

to change their name. No sir, I 

make it a rule of mine: the more it 

looks like Queer Street, the less I 
ask.”
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Theme: Repression

What does it 
mean?

Where do we see 

it in the novel e.g. 

events / 
characters?

Key quotes:How does it link to 

the historical 
context?

The action or 

process of 

suppressing a 

thought or 

desire in 

oneself so that 

it remains 
unconscious.

“though he 

enjoyed the 

theatre, had 

not crossed 

the doors of 

one for twenty 

years”

In 1923, Sigmund Freud 

identified that there are 

three key elements to our 

character: the ‘Id’- 

represents our true 

desires, the ‘Ego’ - part 

of the mind that seeks to 

satisfy the ‘Id’ and the 

‘Superego’ - part of the 

mind which obeys 

society’s rules rather 

than our own desires.

Utterson remain 

repressed and 

doesn’t give into 

his temptations 

whereas Jekyll 

does give in to his 

temptations e.g. 

taking the potion 

to become Hyde.
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Theme: Friendship

What does it 
mean?

Where do we see 

it in the novel e.g. 

events / 
characters?

Utterson worries 
about Jekyll

Jekyll hosts a dinner 
party

Lanyon and Jekyll’s 

face difficulties with 

their friendship

Key quotes:
How does it link to 

the historical 
context?

Victorians were 

concerned with 

their social status 

so their friends 

would be of a 

similar social 

class.

A relationship 

between 
friends

"all intelligent 

reputable men and 

all judges of good 

wine"
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Historical context
Part of the mark scheme for the exam questions asks you to be able to explain the novella based on the time it was written in (the Victorian period). You will find some 
key contextual information below:

• Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Edinburgh in Scotland in 1850 and came from a family of scientists, engineers, religious figures and even a professor of 
philosophy. Because of this, it is possible to explain why Stevenson was so interested in the relationship between science and nature in his novella. 

• As a child, Stevenson was often very ill – including suffering from lung problems – who would often distract himself from his illness by reading about travel and 

adventures. This later inspired him to write ‘Treasure Island’ and he would travel the world before dying in the Samoan Islands in the South Pacific in 1894 at the 
relatively young age of 44. 

• Stevenson’s illness meant he would often suffer from nightmares and this influenced his writing in Jekyll and Hyde. Think about how Hyde generally only appears at 

night and how Utterson has a dream involving both Jekyll and Hyde. The darkness of the city at night provided the perfect backdrop for an evil and notorious 
character like Hyde to commit his crimes.

• In 1859 Charles Darwin published his famous On the Origin of Species, which explained Darwin’s Theory of Evolution. This introduced the idea of animals changing 
in response to their environments through mutations at birth, or evolving. This theory questioned accepted Christian beliefs that the world was created in seven days.

• Many people within society also struggled to accept the idea that humans could have evolved from other animals such as chimpanzees. It was this idea of evolution 
that again inspired Stevenson to write Jekyll and Hyde.

• Science and religion are two very important themes in the novella, and at this time many felt science and religion were at odds with each other – to believe in one 

meant you could not believe in the other. Characters like Dr Lanyon and Mr Utterson have scientific minds but seem to be very religious in their beliefs as well. Jekyll, 
by experimenting on himself, seems to ‘play God’ and as such loses his life. Was this Stevenson suggesting only God should have this power? 

• The novella is packed full with ideas of duality: everyone has two sides to them (the good and the evil); nature is in conflict with the supernatural; science is in conflict 
with religion. 

• It was published in 1886 and only two years later the Jack the Ripper murders were causing chaos and panic in London. A series of violent attacks took place on 

prostitutes across the city with five being killed by the mysterious Ripper – whose true identity was never discovered. Rumours were spreading that the serial killer 

could be middle or upper class, challenging the idea that those high up in society were naturally good and morally strong. 

10 
mins

Read the info and write a paragraph in 
response to why Stevenson wrote the novel.
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Plot revision – number the chapters then place in the correct order

Utterson and Enfield are out for 
walk and pass Jekyll’s window, 
where they see him confined like 
a prisoner. Utterson calls out and 
Jekyll’s face has a look of ‘abject 
terror and despair’. Shocked, 
Utterson and Enfield leave.

Utterson looks at Dr. Jekyll’s will 
and discovers that he has left his 
possessions to Mr. Hyde in the 
event of his disappearance. 
Utterson watches the door and 
sees Hyde unlock it, then goes to 
warn Jekyll. Jekyll isn’t in, but 
Poole tells him that the servants 
have been told to obey Hyde.

The contents of Lanyon’s letter 
tells of how he received a letter 
from Jekyll asking him to collect 
chemicals, a vial and notebook 
from Jekyll’s laboratory and give it 
to a man who would call at 
midnight. A grotesque man arrives 
and drinks the potion which 
transforms him into Jekyll, 
causing Lanyon to fall ill.

Jekyll tells the story of how he 
turned into Hyde. It began as a 
scientific investigation into the 
duality of human nature and an 
attempt to destroy his ‘darker 
self’. Eventually he became 
addicted to being Hyde, who 
increasingly took over and 
destroyed him.

Two weeks later, Utterson goes to 
a dinner party at Jekyll’s house 
and tells him about his concerns. 
Jekyll laughs off his worries.

Utterson goes to Jekyll’s house 
and finds him ‘looking deadly 
sick’. He asks about Hyde but 
Jekyll shows him a letter that says 
he won’t be back. Utterson 
believes the letter has been 
forged by Jekyll to cover for Hyde.

Nearly a year later, an elderly 
gentleman is murdered in the 
street by Hyde. A letter to 
Utterson is found on the body. 
Utterson recognises the murder 
weapon has a broken walking 
cane of Jekyll’s. He takes the 
police to Jekyll’s house to find 
Hyde, but are told he hasn’t been 
there for two months. They find 
the other half of the cane and 
signs of a quick exit.

Passing a strange-looking door 
whilst out for a walk, Enfield tells 
Utterson about incident involving 
a man (Hyde) trampling on a 
young girl. The man paid the girl 
compensation. Enfield says the 
man had a key to the door (which 
leads to Dr. Jekyll’s laboratory) 

Hyde has disappeared and Jekyll 
seems happier and more sociable 
until a sudden depression strikes 
him. Utterson visits Dr. Lanyon on 
his death-bed, who hints that 
Jekyll is the cause of his illness. 
Utterson writes to Jekyll and 
receives a reply that suggests he 
is has fallen ‘under a dark 
influence’. Lanyon dies and 
leaves a note for Utterson to open 
after the death or disappearance 
of Jekyll. Utterson tries to revisit 
Jekyll but is told by Poole that he 
is living in isolation.

Poole visits Utterson and asks him 
to come to Jekyll’s house. The 
door to the laboratory is locked 
and the voice inside sounds like 
Hyde. Poole says that the voice 
has been asking for days for a 
chemical to be brought, but has 
rejected it each time as it is not 
pure. They break down the door 
and find a twitching body with a 
vial in its hands. There is also a 
will which leaves everything to 
Utterson and a package 
containing Jekyll’s confession and 
a letter asking Utterson to read 
Lanyon’s letter. 
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Tick and fix
Utterson and Enfield are out for 
walk and pass Jekyll’s window, 
where they see him confined like 
a prisoner. Utterson calls out and 
Jekyll’s face has a look of ‘abject 
terror and despair’. Shocked, 
Utterson and Enfield leave.

Utterson looks at Dr. Jekyll’s will 
and discovers that he has left his 
possessions to Mr. Hyde in the 
event of his disappearance. 
Utterson watches the door and 
sees Hyde unlock it, then goes to 
warn Jekyll. Jekyll isn’t in, but 
Poole tells him that the servants 
have been told to obey Hyde.

The contents of Lanyon’s letter 
tells of how he received a letter 
from Jekyll asking him to collect 
chemicals, a vial and notebook 
from Jekyll’s laboratory and give it 
to a man who would call at 
midnight. A grotesque man arrives 
and drinks the potion which 
transforms him into Jekyll, 
causing Lanyon to fall ill.

Jekyll tells the story of how he 
turned into Hyde. It began as a 
scientific investigation into the 
duality of human nature and an 
attempt to destroy his ‘darker 
self’. Eventually he became 
addicted to being Hyde, who 
increasingly took over and 
destroyed him.

Two weeks later, Utterson goes to 
a dinner party at Jekyll’s house 
and tells him about his concerns. 
Jekyll laughs off his worries.

Utterson goes to Jekyll’s house 
and finds him ‘looking deadly 
sick’. He asks about Hyde but 
Jekyll shows him a letter that says 
he won’t be back. Utterson 
believes the letter has been 
forged by Jekyll to cover for Hyde.

Nearly a year later, an elderly 
gentleman is murdered in the 
street by Hyde. A letter to 
Utterson is found on the body. 
Utterson recognises the murder 
weapon has a broken walking 
cane of Jekyll’s. He takes the 
police to Jekyll’s house to find 
Hyde, but are told he hasn’t been 
there for two months. They find 
the other half of the cane and 
signs of a quick exit.

Passing a strange-looking door 
whilst out for a walk, Enfield tells 
Utterson about incident involving 
a man (Hyde) trampling on a 
young girl. The man paid the girl 
compensation. Enfield says the 
man had a key to the door (which 
leads to Dr. Jekyll’s laboratory) 

Hyde has disappeared and Jekyll 
seems happier and more sociable 
until a sudden depression strikes 
him. Utterson visits Dr. Lanyon on 
his death-bed, who hints that 
Jekyll is the cause of his illness. 
Utterson writes to Jekyll and 
receives a reply that suggests he 
is has fallen ‘under a dark 
influence’. Lanyon dies and 
leaves a note for Utterson to open 
after the death or disappearance 
of Jekyll. Utterson tries to revisit 
Jekyll but is told by Poole that he 
is living in isolation.

Poole visits Utterson and asks him 
to come to Jekyll’s house. The 
door to the laboratory is locked 
and the voice inside sounds like 
Hyde. Poole says that the voice 
has been asking for days for a 
chemical to be brought, but has 
rejected it each time as it is not 
pure. They break down the door 
and find a twitching body with a 
vial in its hands. There is also a 
will which leaves everything to 
Utterson and a package 
containing Jekyll’s confession and 
a letter asking Utterson to read 
Lanyon’s letter. 

7 2 9 10 3

5 4 1 6 8
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Key vocabulary
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‘Jekyll and Hyde’ - Key vocabulary glossary

Atavism- A tendency to revert to something ancient or 

ancestral

Duality- Two contrasting qualities coming from the same source

Epistolary Style- An epistolary novel is a novel written as a series 

of documents. The usual form is letters, although diary entries, 

newspaper clippings and other documents are sometimes used 

Evolution- The process by which different kinds of living organism 

are believed to have developed from earlier forms during the 

history of the earth

Foil Character- A character who contrasts with another 

character

Humanity- Human beings collectively

Metamorphosis- (In an insect or amphibian) the process of 

transformation from an immature form to an adult form in two or 

more distinct stages

- A change of the form or nature of a thing or person into a 

completely different one

Narrative Voice- The perspective the story is told from

Pathetic Fallacy- Where the weather reflects emotions

Pathos- A quality that evokes pity or sadness

Reliable Narrator- Tells a story and is accurate and impartial

Repression- The action or process of suppressing a thought or 

desire in oneself so that it remains unconscious

Respectability- The quality of being socially acceptable

Symbolism- The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities

Troglodytic- A member of a prehistoric race of people that lived in 

caves, dens, or holes. 

- A person considered to be reclusive, reactionary, out of date, 

or brutish
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Symbols
The architecture of Jekyll’s house is symbolic of the 
morality of the characters, the duality of Jekyll’s 
mind, the secrecy within the characters and the 
gothic genre. 

Fog is used as a symbol of secrecy. In the novel 
gossip is the destroyer of reputation and the 
characters seek to conceal the haunting truth.

The potion that Jekyll takes which initiates Jekyll’s 
metamorphosis into Hyde has similarities with 
alcohol. It is addictive and separates the sin from 
Jekyll. 

The walking stick/cane is used to symbolise Hyde’s 
brutality and aggression. It links Utterson to the 
crime as he gave the walking stick to Jekyll – does 
this make him feel responsible?

Hyde’s “ape-like” appearance is perhaps symbolic of 
Darwin’s Theory of Evolution – Hyde is less evolved. 
Could also be what Stevenson thinks is the true 
identity of humans.

Darkness and light is symbolic of morality. London is 
dark therefore the city and the characters inside 
have a perverse morality.

Soho London is described as “dark and dingy” and is 
used to symbolise the inner wickedness of the 
characters as the novel suggests that people who 
live in a sinful place are sinful themselves.

Doors are used to reflect the personalities of the 
characters i.e. Jekyll’s door: “a great air of wealth 
and comfort” compared to Hyde’s door: “blistered 
and disdained”. Doors are also used to hint at the 
duality of the human mind. Windows are symbolic 
of transparency and a lack of secrecy.

The novel is expressed through letters and 
perspectives which gives the impression that the 
events in the novel are witness statements in a 
criminal trial. 

5 
mins
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Exam style questions

BACK TO J  H MAIN PAGE

BACK TO 
J & H MAIN 

PAGE



E
x
a

m
 s

ty
le

 q
u

e
st

io
n

s
BACK TO J  H MAIN PAGE

BACK TO 
J & H MAIN 

PAGE



E
x
a

m
 s

ty
le

 q
u

e
st

io
n

s
BACK TO J  H MAIN PAGE

BACK TO 
J & H MAIN 

PAGE



Unseen Poetry

Revision mat

Techniques

Breakdown

Example question and 
answer

Revision video

BBC Bitesize
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IbSkNTizmxTsA735Pv2VPzOo3qxhwog6v9VEg4RH_x4/edit?usp=drive_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iIWmthgysSM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zs4rg82/revision/3


Unseen Poetry
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Question: In ‘Scaffolding’, how does the poet present the speaker’s 
feelings about their relationship?

Scaffolding 

Masons, when they start upon a building,

Are careful to test out the scaffolding;

Make sure that planks won’t slip at busy points,

Secure all ladders, tighten bolted joints.

And yet all this comes down when the job’s done

Showing off walls of sure and solid stone.

So if, my dear, there sometimes seem to be

Old bridges breaking between you and me

Never fear. We may let the scaffolds fall

Confident that we have built our wall.

Seamus Heaney

Example answer: 

In "Scaffolding," Seamus Heaney uses the metaphor of building construction to explore the 
speaker's feelings about their relationship. The poem focuses on the "scaffolding" – the 
temporary supports that help them build a strong and lasting connection.

The speaker recognizes the importance of these temporary supports, acknowledging that 
they are crucial for the relationship to progress: "Make sure that planks won't slip at busy 
points." This highlights the need for carefulness and attention to detail in their interactions, 
suggesting a conscious effort to maintain stability and avoid unnecessary friction.

However, the speaker also expresses a degree of apprehension about the eventual removal 
of the scaffolding: "And yet all this comes down when the job's done." This line reveals a 
sense of uncertainty and a fear of vulnerability. The speaker wonders if the relationship will 
be strong enough to stand on its own without the temporary supports, highlighting a natural 
anxiety about the transition to a more independent phase.

Despite these anxieties, the poem ultimately conveys a sense of optimism and appreciation 
for the strength of their bond. The image of "walls of sure and solid stone" suggests that a 
strong foundation has been built, implying that the relationship has the resilience to 
withstand the challenges that lie ahead.

In conclusion, "Scaffolding" presents a nuanced portrayal of the speaker's feelings about 
their relationship, acknowledging both the importance of temporary support and the 
anxieties associated with its eventual removal

BACK TO UNSEEN POETRY PAGE

BACK TO 
UNSEEN 

POETRY PAGE

BACK TO MAIN MENU

BACK TO 
MAIN MENU



An Inspector Calls

Themes and Motifs

Context

Structure

Structure

Language

Language

Character
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https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/learn/secondary-schools/playing-shakespeare-with-deutsche-bank/macbeth-playing-shakespeare/language/10-key-quotes-macbeth/


Themes and motifs

Responsibility Capitalism Vs Socialism

Class

Class Gender
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Capitalism Vs Socialism
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'Social Class' in An Inspector Calls: Key Quotes  Analysis

Studying 'An Inspector Calls'? Dr Aidan, PhD, analyses the theme of 'social class' in J. B. Priestley's An Inspector Calls, along with key quotes and in-depth analysis, in order to help you gain a greater understanding of this thought-provoking play. Perfect for GCSE students.

Have any video requests? Post them in the comments.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OZ8E9M1WqMg


An Inspector Calls Themes: Gender Roles Quotations - Beyond

"Is it the one you wanted me to have?" - Subscribe for updates: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC52a...

Let's examine the gender divide with Sam from Beyond as we unravel the key quotes relating to gender roles in J.B. Priestley's play, An Inspector Calls. We chart a few of the most important moments from the play and how these might be of use to you when tackling the theme of gender. In particular, Sam's deconstruction of 5 key quotes should help you fly through this section of your GCSE English revision.

If your understanding of Priestley's play is on par with Mr. Birling's understanding of women then fear not, we'll take you through all key quotes on themes such as gender roles (and more) in our An Inspector Calls Revision Guide. Access by clicking the link below...

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/l/jw26g

Content
00:00 - Intro
00:23 - The engagement of Gerald Croft and Sheila Birling
00:35 - "Is it the one you wanted me to have?"
01:40 - Mr. Birling's lack of understanding of women
03:28 - "You're forgetting I'm supposed to be engaged to the hero of it"
04:46 - Gerald's relationship with Daisy
05:57 - "She was pretty and a good sport"
06:31 - Further reading

#beyondinspectorcalls
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Structure

Also see: Structure & Chronology - English Lit: AQA 
GCSE An Inspector Calls
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https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/revision-notes/gcse/english-literature/aqa/an-inspector-calls/4-1-2-structure-and-chronology
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/revision-notes/gcse/english-literature/aqa/an-inspector-calls/4-1-2-structure-and-chronology
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/revision-notes/gcse/english-literature/aqa/an-inspector-calls/4-1-2-structure-and-chronology
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/revision-notes/gcse/english-literature/aqa/an-inspector-calls/4-1-2-structure-and-chronology
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Language in an
Inspector Calls
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https://revisionworld.com/level-revision/english-literature-gcse-level/inspector-calls-j-b-priestley/language-inspector-calls
https://revisionworld.com/level-revision/english-literature-gcse-level/inspector-calls-j-b-priestley/language-inspector-calls


Character and 
plot quiz
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Character and quote 
matching activity
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