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21t November 2025

Dear parents and carers,

| hope that this letter finds you well. Christmas is fast approaching so | want to share some updates and reminders for
this second half of the term.

Calendar reminders
Friday 5" December 2025 — INSET day.

Friday 19'" December 2025 - last day of term for all pupils as we move into the Christmas break. The school day ends
after lunch and we will start dismissing pupils from 1.15pm. School buses have been made aware of the earlier finish
for the start of the holiday.

Monday 5" January 2026 — start of term for all pupils.

Football Academy

Our new Football Academy launched very successfully earlier this term with a parent information event. It was an
opportunity for the boys and girls to be able to understand the vision of the academy and also see their new training
kit. This is an exciting venture for us and | look forward to writing about their progress in future communications.

School show

Mrs Frith and her group of performers are in final rehearsals for Murder Mayhem at Mayview Manor. This is taking
place on Tuesday 9" December and tickets are available to purchase on the My Child at School App from Monday
afternoon.

Children in Need

We celebrated Children in Need last Friday and money was raised for this worthy cause. Staff and sixth formers were
put through the mill in a ‘I’'m a Celebrity’ style eating challenge (where | am still struggling with the memory of sushi
and insects).

New school build

We have seen the structure continuing to make progress this term. The roof is on, the flooring is underway and the
walls are being clad with insulation. The school meets regularly will Kier and NCC and the design meetings have been
focused on classrooms and fixtures and fittings. Kier also involved our children in a Halloween pumpkin competition.

Last academic year, | surveyed parents/carers (along with some other stakeholder groups) on the possibility of
changing the school name once we move into the new build. This also coincides with the fact that we are a secondary
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school now as part of the move from three tier to two tier education in Amble. What came back from this activity was
that:

e Thereis little affection for the current name — there were very few responses in support of keeping the current
name.

e There was some enthusiasm for including ‘Amble’ and ‘Community’ in a school name. This second word felt
important to a number of respondents who made the point that our catchment extends to a number of
different areas.

e | received a large number of requests to consider using ‘Coquet’ in the new name. This predominantly came
from parents/carers who had previously come to the school and who were probably feeling nostalgic.

The name change was taken to governors in a recent special meeting and it has been decided, recognising the feedback
from stakeholders, that the new school will be called Coquet Community School. This will be official from September
2026 and my thanks to those who sent in their thoughts and opinions.

Audit

If you cast your mind back five years to the pandemic, schools moved to a virtual education provision almost overnight
in order to manage the lockdowns. Since then, schools have been far more forward thinking in their use of technology
to support learning both in school and at home. We need parents/carers to complete a short technology audit so that
we understand the IT needs and requirements of our children at home. The school will have done something similar
five years ago but we need a more up-to-date understanding. Please complete this brief survey:

Parent/ Carer IT at home audit — Fill out form

Breakfast club reminder

Given the cold snap, | thought it wise to remind parents/carers about our excellent breakfast club which runs every
morning in the main hall. Young people have access to a number of different nutritious breakfast items and they can
start the day in the warm. Please encourage your children to come in if this seems like a sensible option for them
before their learning starts for the day.

Many thanks in anticipation of your continued support for the school and | hope you have a good Christmas when it
arrives.

Yours faithfully

Yol

Mr James Andriot

Headteacher
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