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Dear Parent/Carer,

| hope that this letter finds you well. | wanted to write with some important updates as we are rapidly
approaching Easter.

New school build

Hopefully, by now you will have seen that work as finally started on the land for the new build. Northumberland
County Council released the remaining funds last month and Kier are in place to deliver the contract. | am
delighted that we have now moved to this part of the process and | was joined by our Year 10 construction pupils
to break the ground of the new site on Tuesday 18™ March. | am still working on the assumption that the new
build will open to pupils in the early part of the 2026 2027 academic year but it is very early to confirm precise
dates at this stage of the project. | will be working closely with Kier and Northumberland to keep track of progress
and will write to you with updates along the way. There is one very important piece of work that needs to be
concluded within the next few months. A number of stakeholders have asked me whether the school will be
changing its name. This would be to reflect not just the move to the new site but also to reflect the fact that we
will be a secondary school. Mrs Currie, Chair of Governors, and | are going to give consideration to responses to
these initial options:

e The school name remains as James Calvert Spence College.
e The school name becomes Amble Community Secondary School.
e The school name becomes Amble Secondary School.

Please follow this link to register your preference and to express any views. I must make it clear that this is a
consultation and not a vote. There will also be stakeholder engagement with staff and pupils with regard to any
potential change and this will also feed into any decision. We are doing this early so that we can then think
carefully about our wider identity and branding. | will ensure that any potential changes which then impact on
uniform are communicated long in advance of any changes as | understand the practicalities and costs involved
in buying uniform and we remain committed to ensuring that this is not a big expense for parents/carers.

Easter school

We are going to offer pupils in Year 11 and Year 13 the opportunity to come into school for focused sessions to
support them with the forthcoming challenges of external exams and assessments. Please encourage your
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeiUIeMx1uOww-ogeuYCZA1I6Mf_sOoTuJmneGfnoThyAN6XQ/viewform?usp=sharing
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children to attend —it is not too late to make those final learning gains needed to improve between now and the
actual tests.

Careers fair

We recently hosted a careers fair for all of our year groups. There were stalls representing a number of different
jobs and careers from across the public and private sectors. Young people had an opportunity to speak with
professionals in a range of roles to really understand different elements of the working world. | was really
impressed with the quality of interactions between the pupils and the external visitors.

Local council elections

In my previous letter, | explained that the local elections hustings are scheduled to take place in the JCSC main
hall at 6.00pm on Tuesday 8" April 2025. Teachers are not allowed to demonstrate any form of political bias. |
have been encouraging our sixth formers to think about attending so that they can understand local politics and
the issues that affect them in their local area. Although the schoolis not organising this event, | also thought it
appropriate to remind you again that it is taking place should you wish to attend.

| hope you all have a good Easter holiday and many thanks in anticipation of your continued support for the
school.

Yours faithfully

Yl

Mr James Andriot

Headteacher
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