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11" February 2025

Dear Parent/Carer,

| hope families have settled into the new calendar year and that this letter finds you well. | am writing with some
important updates and reminders.

Calendar reminders

Friday 21 February 2025 Last day of Spring 1 half term
Monday 3" March 2025 Start of Spring 2 half term
Thursday 13" March 2025 Year 7 parents’ evening

Opportunities in the community

Over the last few months, | have met with a number of local community groups and individuals who all want to
offer JCSC young people a range of excellent opportunities in the local area. | have been in touch with staff to
encourage them to signpost these opportunities but also wanted parents and carers to discuss potential
participation at home. The Amble Development Trust are really keen for young journalists to get involved with
the Artograffi section of the Ambler publication. | was interviewed by this group in the autumn and was
impressed by their questioning and writing skills. Amble and Warkworth Rotary are keen to recruit at least two
of our young people to their Rotary Youth Leadership Awards. This is an excellent opportunity to build
confidence, develop leadership and problem solve creatively. If either of these appeal, please encourage your
child to speak to their form tutor who can provide further details.

I am also delighted to let you know that the schoolis going to host the hustings for the forthcoming county council
elections for Amble and Amble West with Warkworth. This event is scheduled for 6.00pm on Tuesday 8" April
and will take place in the main hall. It will be a good opportunity for our pupils to engage in local politics and
understand the decision making that shapes their local area. | will send out another reminder closer to the time.

New governors

The hard working and supportive governing body of the school are pleased to welcome four new governors to the
team. We have two new parent governors, Laura Bennet and Sean Brock. Both came in for an introductory
meeting and tour and they have a lot to offer in support of the school. We also welcome Nicole Coulson who is
an associate governor and has a wealth of experience from working in education in another part of the country
and Julie Mclntosh is a co-opted governor who knows our school well and its journey with the personal
development strand of the curriculum.
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Pupil uniform, behaviour and attendance

As you know, we moved to a system of line ups at the start of December to improve the transition from lunch into
period 4. We have seen improvements in punctuality and focus but there is still room to grow and get better. We
made some tweaks last week so that Year 11 set off earlier than other year groups; if the children settle quickly,
the line ups last approximately 5 minutes. We will continue to review this approach, but our drive is to improve
pupil focus and concentration as they start their afternoon learning.

Since we returned in January, we have also put more emphasis on checking uniform at the start of every day.
This is a basic expectation of all schools and | am pleased to see big improvements in a short space of time. Can
| please remind parents and carers to support this expectation by supporting our checking at home.

Last week | engaged with The Ambler over an article related to our historic school results and our drive to make
improvements. In conversation with the publication, | made the point that attendance is a huge factor in
improving the results and achievements of the JCSC young people. Please join me in prioritising this for the
benefit of your children. Our data shows us that when pupils attend school regularly, they achieve well and gain
the grades they need to support positive onward progression. | must also remember to thank families who
support this important aspect of school life day-in-day-out.

February School and Revision website

We are planning to run revision and coursework support sessions for Year 11 and Year 13 over the February half
term. Similarly, we will run further sessions during the Easter holiday and again at May half term. The timings
and details of the sessions will go live on the website ahead of the holidays but | urge parents/carers to
encourage their children to take part.

We are also in the process of revising and redeveloping the revision section of our website. Here, young people
can find supportive templates linked to revision approaches and our different subject areas are gradually adding
revision material. Please spend some time navigating this section of the website with your children so that their
revision is supported.

Site Safety

Amble Development Trust have informed me that there will be some forthcoming site work taking place to the
multi-use games areas on the Welfare land. Some of the area will be cordoned off for safety but the ADT
recognise that many JCSC pupils take a route across the Welfare to school and so please remind your children
to walk through the route carefully.
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Many thanks in anticipation of your continued support for the school and | hope to meet you in one of our public
events very soon.

Yours faithfully

Yol

Mr James Andriot

Headteacher
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