
 
 

 
 

JAn/LHe 

13th  February 2025 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

School Meal Price Increase  
  

We are writing to inform you of an upcoming change in school meal prices, which will take effect from Monday 
3rd March 2025.  

 
We work tirelessly to maintain the quality of school meals whilst navigating rising costs but over the past few 
years, meal ingredient costs have increased by at least 25% and labour costs have also risen due to increases in 

the living wage. Despite these pressures, we have improved efficiency and kept school meal prices among the 
lowest in the county, ensuring our children receive a nutritious two-course lunch (main meal and dessert) at 
excellent value. From 3rd March, the cost per meal will increase by 10p to £2.50. This minimal increase helps 

maintain the high quality and range of meals your children receive.  We want to be clear that these price 
increases are not made by choice but rather are a necessity to cope with significant inflationary pressures 

affecting both food ingredients and labour costs. We understand that these changes come at a difficult time, 
and we are doing everything we can to keep costs manageable.  

 

The school operates a 3-week menu which is available on the school website and changes throughout the 

year. The Catering Manager is always happy to help and can provide support if needed. They are also able to 

cater for special dietary needs supported by medical or dietitian’s requests. The food and drink provided in 

schools can make a positive contribution towards giving children and young people a healthy balanced diet 

and encourages them to develop good eating habits. If your child(ren) does not receive Free School Meals and 

you think they may be entitled, please complete the online application form on Northumberland County 

Council’s website https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx? 

Only by making a successful application for Free School Meals will they be eligible to automatically receive 
other support for your child(ren). We want to ensure that every child who is entitled to support can access it.  

 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support during these challenging times. If you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact the Catering Manager to discuss further. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr James Andriot 

Headteacher 

https://www.jcsc.co.uk/school-lunch-menus/
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx?

