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Dear Parent/Carer,

| hope this letter finds you well. | am writing with some important updates and calendar reminders. This is a bumper
edition. | have quite a lot of information to share so | thank you in anticipation of you engaging with all of my messages.

Parents’ evenings

So far this year we have held a number of different parent events. We hosted welcome events for parents in all year
groups during the second week of term in September; we held our Open Evening in the early part of October and we
offered virtual tutor meetings for all pupils earlier this month. On top of this, we have started our programme of more
traditional parents’ evenings this week. Although these additional opportunities are designed to improve home-school
communications and provides parents with multiple opportunities to find out how their children are progressing and
achieving, in my view we are probably diluting the experience and this is leading to some disappointing turn out. | do
appreciate that parents have busy lives and | do not expect all parents to be able to attend all events. | am in the
process of reviewing all of these evenings for next academic year but, in the interim, we are condensing the remaining
published evenings to run from 3.30pm until 6.00pm. We have also moved the Year 9 parents’ evening to Thursday
6™ December so that pupils and parents have as much information as possible leading into the process of making
guided Key Stage 4 subject choices. Appointments can be booked via the school app.

Please remember, you do not have to wait for a parents’ evening event to get in touch with us if you need to have a
conversation with a teacher or support member of staff. You can request a this by emailing enquiries@jcsc.co.uk.

Pupil behaviour

| have been at the school for 11 weeks now and | am impressed on a daily basis by the kindness and politeness of the
vast majority of the JCSC young people. This is particularly pronounced during the mornings at school where the
environment is generally calm and orderly and pupils treat each other and staff with respect. There is, however, a
different atmosphere at times as the pupils transition from lunch into the afternoon; they can be less calm and less
focused as they move into their learning for period 4. We are going to move to a system which already works well for
the primary pupils and is being used by an increasing number of secondary schools whereby all pupils in Years 6 — 11
will gather in designated line-up spaces at the end of lunch and they will be collected by their subject teachers and
taken to their classrooms once they are calm and ready to learn. | am sure that this will improve behaviour and
contribute to an improved school culture and | look forward to your support with this system.
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| was astounded last week when | met with over 40 pupil representatives who now form the council in the school.
They are a really diverse group of young people who want to make a difference on behalf of their peers in the school.
We will give them regular opportunities to meet with staff and leaders so that their voice can be heard and considered.
| know | have not been at the school for very long but | felt an immense sense of pride.

Children in Need

We celebrated Children in Need through a range of activities last week and lots of money was raised for this worthy
cause. Staff were put through the mill in a number of different ways including through an I’'m a Celebrity style eating
challenge (where some of my senior colleagues are still struggling with the memory of unusual flavours) and Mr Moore
has had his head shaved. Many thanks for supporting this.

New school build

I am hopeful that early in 2025 | will be able to provide you with some more practical information about our proposed
new school build. | also appreciate that for parents of pupils in older year groups, this information may not be
important. However, in the meantime, | can share with you a short video and voiceover with some of the current

information about the new school.

NEW BUILD PRESENTATION — James Calvert Spence College

Calendar reminders

Friday 13" December 2024 — | wrote to parents in October to explain that this has been put into the calendar as an
alternative INSET day to the previously advertised day in January 2025. To be clear, we are closed to all pupils on
Friday 13" December but school continues for the last week of term on Monday 16" December when all pupils return
for the last five days.

Monday 16" December 2024- Y6-8 Christmas Disco- tickets available to purchase on the app soon.
Tuesday 17" December 2024 — Panto at the Phoenix Theatre in Blyth for those pupils who signed up.

Friday 20" December 2024 — last day of term for all pupils as we move into the Christmas break. The school day ends
after lunch on Friday 20" December and we will start dismissing pupils from 1.15pm. School buses have been made
aware of the earlier finish for the start of the holiday.

Monday 6 January 2025 — start of term for all pupils. This is no longer an INSET day.
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Many thanks in anticipation of your continued support for the school and | hope to meet you in one of our public
events very soon.

Yours faithfully

el

Mr James Andriot

Headteacher
HHK
Ofsted
Good
Provider
Acklington Road, Amble, Northumberland Tel: 01665 710636 Email: enquiries@jcsc.co.uk
NE65 ONG Web: www.jcsc.co.uk



