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26 September 2024

Dear Parent and/or carer,

Your son/daughter has expressed an interest in signing up and beginning their journey to complete the Gold Award.

What is The Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award?

Itis recognition of a young person’s successful journey of self-discovery and development, acclaimed by employers and universities
alike for demonstrating the qualities it develops in the young people who achieve it. It is a balanced programme that develops the
whole person - mind, body and soul, in an environment of social interaction and team working. The Gold Award takes
approximately 18 months to complete. However, you have until your 25™ birthday to complete it. You DO NOT need to have
completed the Bronze of Silver DofE awards to start your Gold Award.

Completion of the Gold Award will involve your son/daughter successfully completing 5 different sections enabling them to show
commitment and further develop their skills. The five sections include a physical activity, a skill, volunteering, a week’s residential
and successful completion of a 4-day expedition (including 3 nights of camping). It may be that they are already taking part in an
activity that falls into one of the sections, in which case they will now be able to gain recognition for this. Equally, we will be
encouraging pupils to undertake new experiences.

All training sessions for the award will commence fully later this term, after the half-term holiday, running from 3:30pm — 4:30pm
on a Tuesday . Your child will receive a full training calendar once they have enrolled. Bus passes are available for students, if
required.

How much does it cost?
This year we will enrol you’re your young person for the cost of the award and an admin fee, which will be £40.

The cost of the practice expedition will be on an ad hoc basis because of the nature of the award and the low number of people
completing it, however we do anticipate this to be no more than £70, but this price could change due to availability of campsites
and transport costs.

We require, as a school at least 5 members to be in a group for it to be safe and it is for this reason that we cannot offer the
qualifier expedition. We envisage that the participants can join in with the silver award candidates for their practice expedition.
The participants will take part in training at school planning routes and packing for the expedition. They will then need to sign up
for an ‘open gold’ element, where the participants enrol in an establishment that will enable them to complete the gold qualifier
expedition. Because of the low numbers we cannot offer this at this time.
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Your child will need to provide walking boots/shoes for the expeditions. A kit list is attached showing what we are able to provide
to your son/daughter free of charge and what they will be required to supply themselves. They do not require any of the kit until
the Easter term.

In order to enrol your child onto The Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme, please could you make the first £40 instalment via School
Comms by Friday 25" October 2024. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully,

Mr Lee Gwillim

DofE Centre Manager

lgwillim01@jcsc.co.uk
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