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5th August 2024
Dear Parent/Carer,

| hope this letter finds you well. As you may already know, | officially start as Headteacher of James Calvert Spence
College on 15t September 2024. | am excited to be taking over from Mr Rodgers and have spent some time over the
last few weeks meeting with him, governors and other leaders supporting my transition into my new role. | wish Mr
Rodgers well as he takes over a headship in Gateshead. As well as meeting staff, | have had some opportunities to
meet with pupils and they have represented the school well in my brief time visiting. |look forward to seeing them all
in person in September.

Early expectations

| want to start by reassuring you that the best elements of the current character and ethos of the school have
impressed me and will remain in place. As | have been quoted as saying in a recent press release, there is a strong
sense of community, care and aspiration; these align really well with the clear values of Be Kind, Work Hard, Aim High
and | will be maintaining this focus at the start of the 2024- 2025 academic year.

| know we have just started a well-earned summer holiday, but | want to ensure that some early expectations are
communicated at the very beginning with parents and carers. Firstly, please remember that excellent attendance to
school is a must. If young people come to school regularly, they will attain, have access to high quality care and make
progress on a route to fulfilling their potential. Secondly, it is vital that pupils come to school demonstrating a
willingness to learn and engage with staff and peers. They do this by coming in every day in the correct uniform and
with the right equipment. Thank you in anticipation for supporting with these basic expectations.

Exam results reminders

A reminder that A Level and L3 Vocational results are available between 8am and 11am on Thursday 15™ August and
GCSE and L2 Vocational results are available between 10am and 12pm on Thursday 22" August.

Start of term 2024 2025 arrangements

Monday 2" and Tuesday 3™ September 2024 are INSET days for James Calvert Spence College. Term dates for the
2024-25 academic year can be found here

Students return to school on Wednesday 4t September at 8.45am.
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Parent/Carer information evenings

We are running parent and carer information evenings at the start of term for all year groups. They are taking place
on Tuesday 10" and Wednesday 11" September 2024 (see details below). As well as providing you with the vital
information, guidance and support for your children for the forthcoming academic year, | will also have the
opportunity to outline my vision for the school going forward. It will be nice to meet with as many of you as possible.

Tuesday 10" September
5pm- years 6 & 7

6pm -years 8 & 9
Wednesday 11*" September
5pm -years 10 & 11

6pm -Sixth Form

| do hope that you all have a good summer and | look forward to meeting you and working with you at the start of the
new academic year.

Yours faithfully

Yl

Mr James Andriot

Headteacher
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