
 
 

 

  

  

  

31st  July 2024  

  

  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

End of the 2023-2024 Academic Year 

Here we are – it’s the end of another academic year and the summer break is upon us.    

  

Information for next term  

 This September, the first two days of the new academic year are training days and closed to all students. The first day 

of term for all students is Wednesday September 4th  when they should arrive at the usual time to start school at 

8.45am.  

 Uniform  

 Thank you for ensuring that our uniform policy is adhered to. I know that you’ll be stocking up on at least some new 

items over summer, so please refer to the uniform page on our website to ensure you buy the appropriate things. As 

ever, if you have any queries about what is and isn’t acceptable, please get in touch with us before buying to avoid 

disappointment and, potentially, unnecessary expense.  

 Break and lunchtimes  

 For the past year we have had split breaktimes and lunchtimes in an effort to ensure our youngest students, who 

were completely new to the Acklington Road site, felt secure and comfortable. This meant that our older students had 

to wait until 1.35pm for their lunch which was by no means ideal.  

Next year, as we won’t have any year 5 students and everyone is now settled into the one site with well-embedded 

routines, we are returning to a single break and lunchtime. There will be several sittings to ensure every child has 

plenty of time to enjoy their lunch with students around their own age. There will also be a safe zone in the playground 

for younger students with a more sensitive disposition who would rather not socialise with some of the older children. 

In reality, groups of students of a similar age tend to find their own territory within the playground and fields, and we 

don’t anticipate there to be any issue.  

 For all year groups, break will be 10.15-10.35am and lunchtime for years 7 and above will be 12.35-1.15pm and 

operate on a rota basis.  

  

https://www.jcsc.co.uk/jcsc-life/uniform/


 
 

 

Year 6 students will go for their lunch first every day, five minutes earlier than the rest of the school.   

 Staffing  

 Inevitably, at the end of the school year, we have some changes in our staffing. This year, as we transition from a 9-

18 through school to an 11-18 secondary school, and have restructured our leadership team, there are more changes 

than is often the case.  

• Miss Nisbet and Mr Little, who both provide classroom support, move on to new and exciting challenges  

• Mr Turner and Miss McGowan haven’t been with us very long, but they both fitted in to our school seamlessly,  

providing support and cover for other colleagues  

• Mrs Courtnage and Mrs Allman move to primary schools in the area, as years 5 and 6 will no longer be 

educated on our site from September 2025  

• Mrs Davitt and Mrs Daniels move to other maths departments, and Mrs Symm moves to join the English team 

in another school in the county  

• Mr Smith leaves JCSC after 13 years and takes up a promoted post in an academy in Sunderland  

 We thank all of our departing colleagues for their contribution to our school and wider community and wish them all 

the very best for the future.  

 In September several new members of staff will join JCSC:  

• Mr Mills joins as Assistant Headteacher  

• Mr Robinson joins as Head of Behaviour and Attendance  

• Ms Sutherland has been appointed as Director of English  

• Dr Roberts joins the humanities team  

• Mr Sawar joins the maths department  

 Some colleagues have been appointed to new roles on our leadership team from September:   

• Mrs Johnson will be Deputy Headteacher  

• Mrs Donohoe becomes Lead for Personal Development & Character Education  

• Mrs Davison has been appointed as Director of Maths  

   

Of course, I’m sure you’ll be aware that this is my last letter as headteacher at James Calvert Spence College. Although 

I’m moving on to lead another school, JCSC will always have a special place in my heart – you’ll always be my second 

favourite football team and I’ll keep a very close eye on you all as the school and community goes from strength to 

strength.  



 
 

 

  

I’m delighted that the governors appointed Mr Andriot as the new headteacher – having met him and spent some 

time with him over the past few weeks, I am sure he is an excellent fit for the school and the perfect person to lead 

JCSC into its next exciting phase. I wish him the very best of luck for the future.  

 Finally, thank you for all your support over the years, and for the good wishes I have received at the end of term.   

 I hope that you continue to have a relaxing and enjoyable summer break and I wish you all the very best for the 

future.  

  

   

NEIL RODGERS  

Executive Headteacher  

 


